Asterixis and toxic encephalopathy induced by gabapentin.
To date, only one case of asterixis associated with the use of gabapentin (GBT) has been reported. No data, instead, are available on the occurrence of asterixis related to a dementing encephalopathy during GBT therapy in the elderly. Case reports of two elderly patients, one with asterixis, the other with asterixis and encephalopathy, associated with the use of GBT, as adjunctive therapy, at dosages of 900 to 3600 mg/day are given. In one patient, GBT was added to oxcarbazepine (OXCBZ). Both patients experienced resolution of the clinically apparent asterixis, and of the toxic encephalopathy, on discontinuation or reduction of GBT dosages. One patient developed asterixis after drug rechallenge. In the patient on OXCBZ, the analysis of the electromyogram (EMG) activity showed the occurrence of a subclinical asterixis. Our study indicates that high doses of GBT may induce asterixis related to a reversible encephalopathy. Low doses of GBT, instead, may induce a disabling asterixis when given in combination with OXCBZ because of a synergistic interaction between these drugs.